St. Malo Garderie de Bambins Coop Inc.

INFANT CURRICULUM STATEMENT

Our program provides a safe, secure “home away from home” where the children can learn, play and grow. We design a nurturing, creative world for infants to help their minds and bodies develop. Our primary concern in the infant age group is to make our little ones feel secure, important, loved and happy in a group situation. We believe this is achieved by a shared, cooperative play space program under the direct supervision of qualified caregivers. 
We form deep, affectionate bonds with each infant in our care. Caregivers engage in many one-to-one, face-to-face interactions with infants. They are comforted throughout the day by sitting with them in the book area, allowing touching, sitting child on their knees, holding etc.  We model the type of interactions with others that we want children to develop. We talk in a pleasant, soothing voice, and use simple language and frequent eye contact. Infants are held and carried to provide them with a variety of experiences and we respond to their physical gestures.  We talk to them before, during and after moving the infant around. We are especially attentive to infants during routines such as diaper changing, and feeding. We explain what will happen, what is happening, and what will happen next. 
Each child’s individual schedule is anchored around a primary caregiver who strives to understand the child’s individual temperament and assist with smooth transitions between segments.  Following the same routine day after day gives infants a sense of what to expect next, the security they need to make choices and take risks which will open the door to exciting learning opportunities.   

We consistently respond to the children’s needs for food and comfort thus enabling the infants to develop a trust in the caregivers who care for them.  During snack and lunch, children sit among their peers, some in highchairs, others on small chairs at a table, sharing the experience of eating. We allow for each child to have ample space to promote self-help skills, such as feeding themselves. If the children are thirsty, there is a water fountain they can drink from and we also provide water between snacks in a cup. We make sure the nap room is calm, providing soothing music, a warm soft blanket and a relaxed atmosphere. We rock the infants and/or rub their back to help them relax in their cribs and cots for the older infants. The infants have their own cribs or cots, bedding, diapers, and wipes. Infant’s names are used to label every personal item, such as diapers, wipes, bottles, lockers, etc. 

Infants are primarily making sense of their world through sensory exploration and physical activity. Infants are sensitive to their surroundings. We provide a rich sensory environment and spaces that provide for safe exploration and active whole-body learning. The room is cheerful, cozy, family like atmosphere and decorated at children’s eye level with photos of children, their families and other familiar objects displayed. The indoor and outdoor environment is safe, clean, attractive and spacious so that infants can move freely from one area to the other. We set up the play environment based on what the children are ready for and interested in doing. Our physical space provides the infants with a variety of interesting objects, textures and physical challenges. e.g. climbing structures, stepping stones, a tunnel, etc. We provide a well- designed space for infants inviting active learning and hands on experiences. Space is arranged so children can enjoy moments of quiet play by themselves, so they have space to roll over, and so they crawl toward interesting objects.
We observe the children’s activity by being near them (for safety), watching, commenting, listening and talking to them.  The caregivers’ planning time occurs during children’s naptime. We focus on our observations and documentation of the children’s developing abilities and interests when planning activities. Weekly planning sheets are used to record our planning. Our ongoing observations of each child are written down on the daily report that is sent to the parents at departure.    

From the planning we offer additional ideas for play, and encouraging the child’s engagement in the activity, e.g. playing with a ball, we roll the ball, throw the ball, encourage the child’s effort by saying “way to go”, etc. The caregivers are supportive of the children as they acquire skills. We watch to see what the child is trying to do and provide the necessary support to help the child accomplish the task, allowing children to do what they are capable of doing and assisting with tasks that are frustrating. We frequently engage in songs and games such as Peek-a-boo, Ring around the Rosie etc. with infants who are interested and responsive to the play. The caregivers play with the children reciprocally, modeling for them how to play. They also have active play, with a variety of music where they use body movements and low climbing structures to climb. Children are praised for their accomplishments and helped to feel increasingly competent and in control of themselves. We support children’s play so that they stay interested in an object of activity for a longer period of time and their play becomes more complex, moving from simple awareness and exploration of objects to more complex play like pretending.  We are attentive and offer emotional and physical support to children as the children play by engaging in a give-and-take communication with the children, imitating children’s action, supporting children’s play with others and assisting in problem solving. We provide enough material to enable children to make a choice and/or offer an alternate toy. We provide several of the same popular toys for children that are age appropriate for them to play alone or near another child.  Toys are accessible to the children all the time. The toys are put on low shelving. We spend most time actively involved with children during free play, and spontaneous activities and consistently expanding children’s involvement.  
Group activities happened during play time, the children have the choice of participating or to continue playing. They can come and go from the activity as often as they want.  The caregivers sit down on the floor or small chairs with those that show an interest in the activity. Some activities that we do with the infants are singing songs, showing photo pictures, the surprise can, etc. We follow the children’s cues, e.g. deciding how long the activity lasts, based on children’s interest levels.
Outside time is an important part of our infant program. We spend time outside year round, weather permitting. We support children’s exploration and interests, providing open-ended materials and a variety of experiences. Young infants that don’t walk will spend time crawling, swinging, sitting on the blanket with toys while in close proximity of their caregivers. The older infants will use the open area of the play space for a wide range of physical movements, simple games and problem solving as they pursue their interests, such as playing with tree stumps, tires, sand, water, running games, etc.  

Building strong relationships with each child’s family is especially important during these early years. We view the parents as the child’s primary source of affection and care. We support parents and work with them to help them feel confident as parents. Infants and their parents are greeted warmly and with enthusiasm each morning by the caregivers. We hold the infant upon arrival and gradually help the child become a part of a small group. We ask questions to the parents about their child, e.g. have they eaten this morning. The parents are given a written report about their child’s care giving routines and experiences at departures. The caregivers also communicate with the parents face-to-face, newsletter, emails, conference, phone conversations, daily reports, and parent bulletin. We involve the parents by encouraging them to spend time in the infant room as much as possible. Examples of parent involvement activities are sharing a special talent such as playing a musical instrument, reading a story, etc. They are also invited at our yearly barbeques and parents-caregivers conference.
We provide a safe, supportive environment for the infants. We get to know each individual child. We encourage families to share values, beliefs and cultural background. We respect the cultural diversity of families including their home language. We have families that speak English and French. We help children explore identity by putting photos of each child on top of their lockers, and asking parents to bring family pictures to put on the wall for the children to see. We display the children’s art work so the children and parents can see them. We recognize different holidays and celebrate days/events such as Festival du Voyageur. We invite guests to showcase their own culture, “Aboriginal dancers.” We post photos/images of people of different cultures. By incorporating diversity and inclusion in our program, it helps the children develop a sense of belonging.  

