St. Malo Garderie de Bambins Co-op Inc.

PRESCHOOL CURRICULUM STATEMENT

Children learn best through play. They learn all the time from the environment, experiences, interactions and relationships from people around them. Our program provides a balance of opportunities to support all the children in all areas of the children’s development, such as social, emotional, physical and cognitive.

We nurture a relationship with children by making them feel included. Children receive individual support and feedback throughout the day, for example, during play opportunities we engage in a one-to-one play with children in order to extend growth and development. We interact with children by asking open-end questions, sitting at their level, listening to what they say, etc. We ask questions about the play, we help the children carry through with play activities, and we get involved in the child/ren’s play. 

We involve parents by listening to them and value the knowledge parents bring forward about their child/ren’s learning and development. When greeting the parents, we invite them to share what they do at home with their child/ren. We work with parents to take learning opportunities home, and bring learning to our own program. The children are encouraged to bring a toy from home during show and tell and share the toy with the children and other things such as a costume, hat, etc. during fun week. The children are encouraged to bring any art they did during the day home. We share with the parents what they did during the day when they pick up their child/ren. We involve the parents by inviting them to the centre to share the kind of work they do, such as when a dad came as a firefighter during fire safety week. He even brought the fire truck and the children got a turn to hold the hose and spray water. We communicate with parents face-to-face, emails, phone conversations, conference, newsletter, parent bulletin, and notes. Much of this communication provides information to parents about their child/ren’s learning and development.

We encourage appropriate social and play skills providing opportunities for the children to play in a group setting when we play a game, during circle time, science activity, in the water table, during free play inside and outside, etc. We promote deeper relationships between the children when providing opportunities for the children to interact with each other, communicate, and express their feelings and needs. 

We foster language development when we provide the children with opportunities for conversations at free play time. We encourage children to make choices from a variety of learning areas. Children are problem-solving and exploring through everyday happenings and routines when sharing the same toy. We pay attention to individual children and their abilities to manage different emotions and challenges.

The indoor and outdoor physical environment fosters optical growth and development through opportunities for exploration and learning. 

The indoor and outdoor environment is safe, clean, attractive and spacious so that children can move freely from one area to another. We organize the play space based on the developmental needs, interests and abilities of children, and accommodating their individual differences. We facilitate a variety of small groups, large groups and individual activities. We make play and learning meaningful through relevant child hands-on activities such as, block building, arts, music, science manipulative, water play, quiet activities, active activities, dramatic play, etc. 

We provide age appropriate materials and equipment of sufficient quantity, variety and durability. The materials are readily accessible to children and arranged on low open shelves to promote independence. Materials are rotated and adapted to maintain children’s interest. We base the materials and rotation on what we see the children playing with and what their interested in. We observe the children and we rotate the toys according to what the children play with and we also base the rotation of toys according to the theme that week. 

Individual spaces for children to hang clothing and store their personal belongings are provided so the children have a sense of belonging. We provide a photo of each child, which is put on top of the locker so the child knows that is her/his personal space. 

Transitions are made according to the needs of both children and adults. We plan for effective transitions that are integral part of the day. We evaluate the daily schedule on a monthly basis. Decisions are based on the interest level and participation of the children. If the child/ren is busy playing, we extend the play longer. The schedule is flexible and accommodates changes that are based on curriculum. Our schedule is posted; it is consistent and flexible depending on the children’s needs. 

We provide both planned and spontaneous activities. We recognize that each child has their own strengths and interests and using that knowledge, we support their learning and development. We monitor, evaluate and report the children’s development and learning by observing and listening to them at play. We gather what the children know, understand and are able to do by watching and documenting the needs and interests of the children using a log book, and the white board. We evaluate the activities at our monthly staff meeting, and the staffs also evaluate their own activity. We write on the white board and post the children’s art display so parents can see what the children are learning throughout the day. 

We then plan experiences and activities that are based on the child’s individual interests and needs. For example, if some children are in the art area, pasting things on paper, we may provide different, and more materials for them to paste; items that they may have never seen before or items that encourage their fine motor skills.   

We provide spontaneous play so children can set their own goals, are more creative, and don’t feel pressured. For example art area, the children can explore and learn to be creative. 

We reflect and represent the children, and their families. We help children explore identity by putting photos of each child on top of their lockers, and asking the parents to bring family pictures to put on the wall for the children to see. We display the children’s art work so the children and parents can see them. We reflect on our community by going for walk at the store, school, post office, senior complex, etc. 

